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Japanese EFL Learners’ Acquisition of Relative Clauses Revisited:
The Application of “Latent Rank Theory”
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Figure 1. Test Scores placed on a Continuous Scale Figure 2. Test Scores placed on an Ordinal Scale




() BEEINEDLOIGIRDSEWNET HINEMYT-NMGSE, EESEITOT74)L (item
reference profile: IRP) Z L5 (Figure 3) . IV VICATE T AFBEEEMAD, TIETN
NDIEBICIERT HIHEZEERT , (LT Figures (9 R T Shojima EDHR—LR—SHSTHB, )

(4)TARZSEETO774 )L (test reference profile: TRP) (X, IV IRNIZWNBEEED TR
FDEAFF A Z T (Figure 4)

B)BEEEHICEAITDHEHMELTDT Y- A /N\—2yT-TAT7A)L (rank membership
profile: RMP) [&, FE &1 A1 AN BESVVICATR T SfEERZRT (Figure 5),

(6) EEREMZET—2DAICEWTIX IEEATI)—SET0T74 )L (item category
reference profile: ICRP)WAWLGH., INIE, FBESUVICEWTEHRATI) —%#E
IRI HEERZRT (Figure 6) .
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Figure 3. Graphic Representation of IRP Figure 4. Graphic Representation of TRP
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Figure 5. Graphic Representations of RMP Figure 6. Graphic Representation of ICRP
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Table 1. Item reference profiles of relative clauses sorted by correct response ratios

8 | 1.984
" 44 | 2.003
[ 49 | 2.018
[ 5 | 1.825
" 69 | 1.990
" 48 | 1.947
(11 | 1.765
" 15 | 1.897
(13 | 1.705
[ 57 | 1.550
[ 63 | 1.913
[ 56 | 1.541
[ 68 | 1.358
(17 | 1.628
" 62 | 1.667
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2.033
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Item Reference Profile (IRP)

2.181
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Table 2. Item specifications of relative clauses sorted by correct response ratios

Rank Item specifications with test sentences CCR
1 [01]Wh-operator: The young man who always helped us was called George. | 3.303
(SU)
[10]That: The young lady that | employed last month works hard. (DO) 2.944
[12]That: The picture that you are looking at was painted by Picasso. (OBL) | 2.934
[14]Null: The house you can see over there was built ten years ago. (DO) 3.066
[18]*Who/that: *The woman who that is singing on the stage is my wife. 3.157
(SV)
[54]Complex NP: Susie questioned the decision that we should sell the land. | 3.436
[55]Complex NP: Peter heard the news that his best friend would marry. 3.056
[66]Adjunct: Many houses were damaged by the storm while | visited 2.882
England.
[67]Adjunct: You have to be prepared for the exam before drawing a 3.164
picture.
2 & 3 | [21]*Whom/ that: *The woman whom that we talked with was our teacher. | 2.697
(OBL)
4 [20]*Which/that: *The cats which that | gave the milk to were very small. 2.767
(10)
[61]Subject: That Tom goes to college means a heavy burden for his parents. | 2.735
5 [02]Wh-operator: The boy who(m) I Kicked yesterday broke the window. 2.624
(DO)
[09]That: The student that has written this letter must be very crazy. (SU) 2.610
[60]Subject: To discover that Frank has cancer was no surprise to a smoker. | 2.711
6 [06]Wh-operator: The man whose feet were very big has bought new shoes. | 2.404
(GEN/S)
[07]Wh-operator: The woman whose son you met last night is a good 2.666
actress. (GEN/O)
[16]Null: The magazine we got the information from is useful. (OBL) 2.481
[26]*Resumptive: *The city that my uncle came from it is far from here. 2.547
(OBL)
7 [03]Wh-operator: The girl for whom I have bought a computer is my sister. | 2.401
(10)
[24]*Resumptive: *The classmate that you don’t like him is very unkind. 2.247
(DO)
[51]*Wh-island: *This is the CD which Peter knows where Tom bought. 2.432
8 [19]*Which/that: *The mirror which that Judy broke was very expensive. 2.268
(DO)
[22]*Whom/that: *The boy whom that | studied harder than passed the 2.404
exam.(OCOMP)
[23]*Resumptive: *The building that it stands near the lake is our hotel. 2.174
(SU)
[27]*Resumptive: *The tree that you are shorter than it is falling down. 2.443
(OCOMP)
9 [04]Wh-operator: The woman from whom | received a present is in London. | 1.937
(OBL)
[45]*Relative: *This is the bicycle which the police caught the man who 2.146
stole.
[50]Wh-island: *This is the girl who(m) Mike told me when he visited. 2.031
10 | [25]*Resumptive: *The student that | lent the book to her studied hard. (I10) | 2.101
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[05]Wh-operator: The box which they kept their money in has been stolen. | 2.098
(OBL)
[08]Wh-operator: The man whom Paul runs faster than is a baseball player. | 2.195
(OCOMP)
[11]That: The woman that Charles gave a gift to looked very happy. (10) 1.941
[13]That: The friend that | am taller than does not play basketball. 1.857
(OCOMP)
[15]Null: The friend they lent money to bought a very big house. (10) 1.864
[17]Null: The girl 1 sing better than has decided to study abroad. (OCOMP) | 1.596
[48]Wh-island: Sally watched how Mrs Southgate made sandwiches. 1.958
[49]Wh-island: William asked me who had caused the car accident. 2.143
[44]*Relative: *This is the lady who(m) Steve wrote the book which 2.164
describes.
[56]*Complex NP: *This is the house which we heard the news that Dick 1.606
bought.
[57]*Complex NP: *This is the boy who(m) Jack described the way that Bill | 1.819
hit.
[62]*Subject: *This is the ghost which a picture of frightened the children. 1.369
[63]*Subject: *This is the meeting which for Bill to attend shocked his 1.739
parents.
[68]*Adjunct: *This is the homework which Lucy went to school without 1.557
doing.
[69]*Adjunct: *This is the girl who(m) the bell rang while | was thinking of. | 2.181
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Figure 7. ICRPs of Items 1 and 62
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Your feedback will be much appreciated.
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Please send your comments, questions, suggestions, etc., to

Hiromasa OHBA (hohba@juen.ac.jp)

Thank you!!
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